
SunLand Owners Association 

Annual Meeting of the Membership 

September 9, 2015 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Bob Willis, President. He welcomed those 
present and stated the purpose of the meeting, which is to approve the minutes of the previous 
annual meeting, approve the 2016 budget, vote for a full audit or a financial review, elect new 
members to the Board of Directors and conduct any other business that is properly brought 
before the membership.  He verified that a quorum of the membership was either present or 
represented by proxy.  
 
The minutes of the 2014 annual meeting were read by office administrator Celeste Lilley. Jim 
Hanley made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Lloyd Taylor. The 
minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Willis introduced the members of the Board that were present: Randy Skoglund, Ken 
Larson, Fred Smith, Jim Wells, Jim Hammond, Jennifer Sweeney, Steve Loska, and Bobbie Piety. 
He thanked retiring Board members Jim Wells, Jim Hammond and Ken Larson for their service. 
 
Mr. Willis then gave a brief explanation of the recent reserve study that was conducted by 
Association Reserves. SLOA has had a contingency fund, which has been made up of any excess 
funds over and above the expenses from the prior year. Those funds were not tied to any 
particular area for distribution. At present, SLOA covers about 45%, when it should have at least 
75% in reserves for future capital improvements that was recommended by the reserve study. 
The Board has voted to transfer $100,000 from the contingency fund into a reserve fund right 
away, and is recommending a dues increase of $30 per year; $5.00 of which will be for 
increases in regular expenditures and $25.00 will be put directly into the reserve fund. 
 
Mr. Willis stated that he would be resigning due to health issues after this meeting was over 
and introduced Randy Skoglund as the incoming President. Mr. Skoglund thanked the Board for 
their confidence, Mr. Willis for his guidance and for keeping Board meetings to under two 
hours, and Jim Hammond and Jim Wells who were involved in multiple committee assignments. 
Jim Wells did much on his own remodeling the bathrooms at the pool and bringing them into 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
 
Mr. Skoglund stated that SunLand was the largest urbanized community in the county. In 2009 
there were 59 homes that sold. From 2008-2012 there were over 100. In 2014-2015 there have 
been 179 homes sold. SunLand’s assets include its natural environment, the Pool, RV Storage 
facility, Tennis and Pickleball courts, and its proximity to the Golf Course. 
 
He intends to campaign to get people involved, e.g. utilizing the café and the take-out menu. He 
will be looking for new ideas via a “Let’s Communicate” email system. He is looking for 
volunteers for a SunLand Garden Tour to be presented in June of 2016. The tour would be free, 



but freewill offerings will be accepted for donation to a charity to be picked at a later date. He 
would like volunteers to let him know by the end of November. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Jennifer Sweeney gave the Treasurer’s report. From January through the end of August 
expenses were $123,000 which is 63% of the budget for 2015. Revenues exceeded the budget 
by .8%. 
 
Bobbie Piety and Steve Loska had been in charge of Greenbelts and Vacant Lots for the past 
year. SLOA enlisted the services of an arborist to inspect the greenbelts for sick or dying trees. 
Twelve were removed and five to ten more will be removed soon. Mr. Loska hired a contractor 
to clean up the brush just east of the front entrance, and Ms. Piety was responsible for hiring a 
contractor to clean up the brush on Taylor Boulevard just east of Greenway Drive. 
 
Jim Wells was in charge of Recreation for the past year. The pool had averaged 400-500 visitors 
per week over the summer. He noted that member Gina Baumback had lost her battle with 
leukemia just recently.  
 
Mr. Willis introduced Board candidates Tom Merrill and Phil Merlin who were present. The 
third candidate, Berta Warden, was unable to attend due to a family emergency. There were no 
nominations from the floor. A motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to close 
the balloting.  
 
Jim Hammond was chairman of the RV Storage facility for the year. He stated that more and 
more large RVs were in need of space and he had been squeezing them in. Some improvements 
were made, such as moving the entrance gate ten more feet from Woodcock Road so that large 
rigs with tow vehicles could get off the road while opening the gate. He noted that all spaces 
were marked on both sides, and that people should take care not to encroach on the 
neighboring spaces. 
 
Fred Smith was chair of the Architectural Committee. After sending out an email, he received 
20 volunteers for the committee. Nancy Harlan and Tom Merrill were chosen for the 
committee. He stated that trees with multiple leaders or “bottle brush” tops were in danger of 
losing limbs and may be recommended for removal. One such tree lost a 35-foot section five-
feet in diameter. He estimated that about 200 trees were white firs that were nearing the end 
of their life span. Three tree companies had agreed to give a 10% discount to SunLand 
homeowners for approved tree removals if they can schedule removal at their convenience. 
Those tree companies are RootZone, Town & Country, and Blue Mountain.  
 
Ken Larson was in charge of Landscaping and Parking violations. Renters were a large part of 
those who violated rules. He thanked those who were diligent in complying with requests for 
corrective action. 
 



Randy Skoglund was chairman of Roads and Security, to which Parking violations were added 
part way through the year. He noted that Taylor Boulevard had been re-paved and the cul-de-
sacs would be done next year. SLOA purchased two radar speed signs that will be rotated in six 
different locations periodically. They are battery operated and members should call if they 
notice that a sign isn’t working properly. He is hoping to get power to the sign on Taylor 
Boulevard. Directional signs had been placed in SunLand North. The security patrol makes 
rounds twice per night at random times. They reported 54 cases where garage doors were left 
open at night, and 37 reports of vehicles parked on the street illegally. Mr. Skoglund hopes to 
have stronger relations with the county Sheriff. Residents should call the Sheriff immediately if 
burglaries occur, and then report it to SLOA. Some recent incidents happened because houses 
and cars were left unlocked.  
 
Mr. Skoglund has invited County Commissioner Jim McEntire to SunLand to discuss problems 
with access and egress roads around SunLand. He will be at the SunLand Golf & Country Club 
Ballroom on November 12th at 4:00 p.m.  
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR TO COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Penney Van Vleet suggested that SLOA put an article in the newsletter periodically reminding 
people where to bike and walk, and asked for more information about the aging trees. Ms. 
Piety’s write up on trees will appear in the November newsletter. 
 
Lloyd Taylor questioned the validity of the Board’s decision to purchase Lot 207 from SLG&CC. 
Mr. Willis stated that an advisory vote was passed by the membership in 2014, and that there 
were two votes at the regularly scheduled Board meeting in December 2014. One vote 
authorized buying the property. The second vote authorized negotiations with the SunLand Golf 
& Country Club regarding a sales price up to $25,000. Both votes were approved by eight for 
with one abstention because of a possible conflict of interest.  
 
Tom Hanna remarked about the speeding cars on Taylor Boulevard and asked when SLOA 
would be replacing the vegetation east of the front entrance. There are plans to move some 
Rhododendrons from the front entrance to improve traffic visibility and to place them in the 
cleared areas along Taylor. 
 
Chris Thudium asked if there were plans to have electronic entry to the pool. Mr. Larson said 
the ADA rules now allow electronic entry and that he would look into the idea. 
 
Susan Hamman suggested that people look at the website for SunLand North for ideas to 
improve access to legal documents on the SLOA website. 
 
Penney Van Vleet asked whether there were plans to caulk the cracks in the pool decking. Mr. 
Wells stated that he had received a quote for $60,000 for new decking and replacing the 
broken tiles. 
 



Chris Thudium asked why SLOA was going to close the pool early this year. Mr. Wells stated 
that the weather forecast for the upcoming Sunday was for 66°and cloudy. He was 
complimented on all the work he had accomplished during the year.  
 
Bob Leonard asked when the next Board meeting would be and when the new Board’s phone 
numbers would be available. The Board meets the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in 
The Gathering Place. The new directories should be mailed out in November. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Evelyn Leigh asked whether vertical markers or a street light could be added where the ditch on 
Taylor meets Emerald Drive. The new Board will look into it. 
 
The Jess Taylor Award for Outstanding Service to the SunLand Community was awarded to Jim 
Wells for his extensive contributions. 
 
The organizational meeting of the new Board of Directors was scheduled for Friday September 
12th. 
 
Celeste Lilley read the results of the election. The 2016 budget was approved, the membership 
voted for a financial review rather than a full audit, and the three candidates Tom Merrill, Phil 
Merlin and Berta Warden were elected. 
 
Bob Willis adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 


